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SUBJ: UN PINANCES: SYRIAN SUPPORT FOR UNIFIL 

REF: (A) DAMASCUS 2326, (B) USUN NEW YORK 2026 

1. POLOPP HAS RAISED QUESTION OF SYRIAN VOTE ON UNIFIL 
PINANCING WITH DRECTOR OP AMERICAN APFAIRS, MPA, APRIL 25 
(REFTEL A). WHILE WE ARE PREPARED TO RAISE QUESTION AGAIN 

AT DEPFONMIN OR FONMIN LEVEL AT NEXT AVAILABLE OPPORTUNITY, 

WE BELIEVE THIS A NON-STARTER. SYRIANS GIVE NO INDICA- 
TION THAT THEY ARE PREPARED TO CHANGE THEIR LONG-STANDING 
POSITION RE PINANCING UN MIDDLE EAST OPERATIONS. PRENCH 
AMBASSADOR TOLD ME MAY 18 THAT HE HAD SPECIPICALLY DISCUSSED 
THIS SUBJET WITH FONMIN KHADDAM EARLIER IN THE MONTH. 

KHADDAM HAD TOLD HIM THAT WHILE SYRIA READY TO COOPERATE 
WITH UNIFIL IN SUPPORT OF ITS OBJECTIVE OF SECURING RAPID 
ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL, SYRIA AS MATTER OF PRINCIPLE TOOK 
POSITION THAT AGGRESSOR SHOULD PAY COSTS OF UN OPERATIONS 
SUCH AS UNIPIL. DEPPONMIN QADDUR ALSO APFIRMED THIS SYRIAN 
POSITION TO US IN APRIL (DAMASCUS 1978). 

2. TO BELABOR THIS QUESTION AT THIS TIME WITH MINIMAL 
CHANGE POR SUCCESSPUL INTERVENTION WOULD, I BELIEVE, 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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DETRACT PROM OUR EPPORTS TO SEEK SYRIAN COOPERATION IN CON- 
TROLLING PALESTINIAN ACTIVITY IN SOUTH LEBANON. THEREPORE, 

I RECOMMEND AGAINST ANY FURTHER APPROACH TO SARG AT THIS 
TIME ON UNIPIL PINANCING. 

PELLETREAU 
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